Draft Vision

The Comox Valley has clean air that | No Vit T i
supports the health of all residents. v v ] VL together to
. it
g |
: ire eeI s the memembers healthy, clean
Currently, the Comox Valley experiences ebal comtent ey i
. o . . referenced. i
recurring periods of poor air quality that renee ey HED!
negatively affect the health of our were do yes
D0 5 . . 00 . schools fitin ?
communities. Achieving this vision is complex should -
. . . agencies be
and will require coordinated efforts from added? climate
several governments, organizations, industry, no context
and community members. Our actions need to
. . ; . es
be effective in order to continually improve air y No
quality, with an initial focus on reducing fine No
particulate matter - the air pollutant of s vaiel Elrlur;r?gt:
greatest concern to the health of our Comox cutstande link to AQ
" es
Valley communities. y no additional no
comments on
the draft
I atatement
Metro vancouver has a good
In the longer part, add "communities and siE e s e s e
neighbourhoods in" before "the Comox r.e ion where residents . < <hould
Valley". Not all parts of the Valley g atemers snod
: : experience healthy, clean and be inspiring. This
experience poor air equally -- we need to . 't at all (what
recognize that. clear air." Really unclear what Isn "a all (wha
"supports the health" of does "supports the

health" mean?).
Needs editing to be
more inspiring..

residents even means. Central

And replace "communities" at end of the
OK is good as it highlights the

sentence with "residents". And at very

end, replace "communities" with timing of the vision - current
"citizens." We need to be clear this is all "Clean and healthy air for
about protecting actual people, not the current and future generations."

more abstract "communities"
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Principles

Health protection: Air pollution disproportionately affects some Need
members of our community. We will work together to ensure the Yes this is AOIAS They are okay
best air possible for all residents in all areas of the valley, focusing on good except in the
protecting the health of our most vulnerable. Accessible one get

, . , helath protection -
Minimizing contributions to climate change: We recognize the e i g Ty feel is should say
urgency of climate change and its potential effects on the health and ways". Should be Air pollution
well-being of our residents. We also recognize that air pollution and doing more than affects all
climate change are closely linked. Therefore, our efforts to minimize they are yres just "identifying"! residents, some
air pollution will simultaneously minimize greenhouse gas emissions good more than others.
where applicable.
Accessible: Reducing emissions may involve actions or investments
that are not accessible to everyone. We will work to identify ways to yes . .
improve access to options that help clean our air. A\/'Jhi(zlr::?svneiaelcii ?tsoi”

not. The health protection
Innovative and evidence-based approaches: Our efforts will be YEs. But We should be more explicit statement, makes it appear
based on the best available science, evidence and practices, and we s(flri‘r’n”agteer about moving away from like we cleaning up the air
will build on this information to test innovative approaches to achieve principle. SRS DEEE EEIE SOUESE, for the benefit of "some”
= in the "minimizing people.
SelFisel: contributions to climate
change" section.
yes but
strengthen
Need to add 2: - climate o further no
"Transparent and accountable: We will principle comments
ensure our plans and activites are 50 @l
accessible to the public and we will orinciples
report regularly on our progress"
and

"Monitor, evaluation, learn: We will
monitor and evaluate the
implementation of the strategy and learn
from our experiences in order to improve
our approach."”
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Goal 1

Achieve measurable reductions in fine particulate matter levels to

protect public health.

Great! This
is essential
to improving
air quality

better wording

Goal 1A

1A. Reduce emissions from existing solid fuel burning domestic

appliances

- OR: Reduce emissions from existing wood stoves and pellet stoves

Feedback on Goal 1A

Wood stoves

| prefer a statement
iis reduce or that specifies the

eliminate appliance type, so it
is clear that we are

" clearer to
emissions referring to wood |
from... people.

stoves

solid burning

could be more

clearly defined

for public
like alternate
wordin,

M agree
for public to
understand

and pelletis = 'preferthe

Need better
accessto
quality dry
seasoned
wood

Goal 1B

Goal 1C

1B. Transition away from using solid fuel burning domestic appliances for

heating, prioritizing core settlement areas

- OR: Transition away from using wood stoves and pellet stoves, prioritizing core

settlement areas

Feedback on Goal 1B

like
alternate I'm concerned with the
wording focus on "core settlement
better areas". The rural

settlement areas are
greatly impacted by wood
smoke from woodstoves,
as they are more common
where we do not have
access to natural gas.

Concerned that "core settlement ~ Feedback on Goal 1C

areas" does not capture rural

neighbourhoods on 1-2 acre I[:::(:l '::k’;ig::j"‘l
properties where yard waste ;:;::::z:;
burning is a huge issue for needto
neighbours and people passing LR
through. These must be T r—
captured by the definition. T,
st
pac
simplified
wording is
easier to Again, | am concerned by the prioritizing.
understand of core settlement areas. Backyard

burning in rural settlement areas is a
large problem, given that larger
properties/yards produce more waste
and have no access to yard waste pickup.
You are more likely to see larger
backyard burns that impact a larger
geographical area than you would within
the towns/cities

1C.Eliminate burning of yard waste, prioritizing core settlement areas

Goal 1D

Concerned that "core settlement

e nojneedkt) areas" does not capture rural
burn yard waste (ike )
poliicall, :;:.;.mun.!:::\; nelghbc?urhoods on 1-2 acre
campfires be supported by properties where yard waste
mightbe  yard waste pick up P )
P e burning is a huge issue for

neighbours and people passing
through. These must be
captured by the definition.

As rural properties currently do not have
any yard waste or options for it, this

L providing
might be an area where the regional St

district could step in with an introduction to open

of a new service. We would not be asked burning

whether we support a change to our yard
waste pickup (like we were with the
garbage/recycling pickup that was voted
agains) rather it would be the
introduction of a new program. Roll that
out with a no-backyard burn policy

back on Goal 1D

likely need
to explain

what this is
(timber etc)

Alternatives have
to be financially
viable for land
owners. Carrot,
not the stick.

1D. Promote and advocate for alternatives to non-residential open burning

This is a much easier
type of burning to
reduce. Ifthere is
yard waste pick up
there is no need to

burn.

Goal 1E

Feedback on Goal 1E

feel like this.

item is very
under

developed

1E. Reduce emissions from the transportation system, focusing on sources
of fine particulate matter

Link this into
active

transportation
programs and

initiatives role of urban

planning and

green space

on improved

AQ



Goal 2A Goal 2B

2B. Continually expand our knowledge of local pollution sources and

Effectively coordinate our efforts. 2A. Build partnerships and align efforts across participating organizations impacts to inform our efforts

add another sub

goal: Feedback on Goal 2B
Monitor and Add sub goal . . ,
Specify evaluate annually K bl again, feels i like the idea
g‘r"g::)/s/v\;'vr:‘::e and update strategy : SEfprpraleiie like this should of providing Agree
trying to every five years. informed of examples of ed'uckatlon
cooridnate o be embedded ) Is key Use of signs like burning
activities and , possible \ :
in the over all tnershi hazard for air quality - and
L pProgress vision partnersnips this could update when air quality
Coordination is not - decreases. Easy start to
enough - need easily be part
accountabil : : the Community of the public education. Opps -
. v, O el Health Network aediariie education this under education Goial
monitoring and statement, not really and statement 3B
evaluation, etc. This o e has a goal of Rl
has to be a stated embedded in the health

vision

goal of any strategy. environment



Goal 3

Goal 3A
Educate and involve the community in understanding and reducing

Goal 3B
the impacts of air pollution on health

3A.Build a better understanding of the connection between air quality and
health

3B.Engage the community with information and resources to reduce air
pollution

The intent is good, but when it
comes to implementation, it
overlaps with all other goals.

Education of general public is

vague - it will be linked to
implementation of things like
eliminating yard waste, reducing
wood stove use, etc.

need to connect
to climate change
(contributing to
and resulting
from)

what about
understanding the
source? this needs
to be included in
this statement as it
is referred to in sub
goals

need to do a
"report card"
of where we
are at regular
intervals

new

knowledge

and citizen
science

Feedback on Goal 3A

Public
billboard Air
Quality
Health Index

Feedback on Goal 3B

citizen
science can
play a role

here

opportunities
for
engagement
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Draft Actions

Education
(specific to
goal)

Regulation /
Advocacy

: Reduce wood stove smoke

A1 Collect and maint

operating / type of wood st

Feedback on Action 1A.1

: Phase out wood stoves

8.1 Conduct as: etal costs of woodstov:

comparing space heatin

cooling options (PM2.5 emissions, clim

Feedback on Action 18.1
[y
misiors, e

Sspematons
lesten

Feedback on Action 18.2

geted strategies to roll out cleaner burning

Feedback on Action 1A.2

No actions developed so far,
please add your thoughts!

Incenves o soar
Lty owners

No actions developed so far,
please add your thoughts!

No actions developed so far,
please add your thoughts!

For Goal 16: Edit what s ther
panetsural
il want luding

enough direction.

This should not be
limited to just heat
pumps, natural gas
heating is a viable

alternative as well.

Feedback on Action 18.4

No actions developed so far,
please add your thoughts!

Replace “update” with "ncrease’
‘and add at end "including




and quantity of material that could
mpost faciliies

1C.1 Identify needs for debris disposal for all areas
search fuel abatement opportunities for non-harvested
and communicate results (e.g. parks)

Howtado
hisis
another b

Canths acton
4

ianguage?

Data/
Research

1D.3 Build understanding of holistic nature of issue and
awareness of industry best practices

1€.2 Provide outreach on composting, chipping and other

alternatives to burning complexiies, ra

Can we provide. Yerhaps replace the
S g Undersandnge
‘outreach’or Include coupe of words whom?
s i e e
what outreach s or component. qualit’ to reinforce. Issue® means 50
& hard to comment.

Education
(specific to
goal)

xpand current chipping program to include smok

£

mandate

Add:
Greatas
treads eliminate tipping
fees at dump for
yard waste (f they
exist?)
continue to explore.
pick up options.

Programs /
Incentives

0 update and align
to update and aligr 1D.4 Assess biomass market development opportunity

1C.4 Review local bylaws, identify opportuni
across the region

fuherscton

fornon i
burning Do not support this if it explored this?
. market incudes biomss
P development products that will be
oo o cminac, g Sl
st s more options only
aearysbou exports the poluton to
devloping yaws o e

across the region?

Regulation /

Advocacy

Partnerships



Goal 2: Coordination

xpand. air monitoring network and conduct ongoing dat

Feedback on Action 2.1

clnymore

ey
Feedback on Action 2.2

nowisprogress
ok domt
Feodback on Action 2.3 “evioons.
o

2Prepare k es and ready-to

toring Komoks First Nations input

Feedback on Action 2.4 Feedback on Action 3.2 Notclear by he par.

ad:
“Regularly
publicon
progress."
Education
(specific to
goal)

No actions developed so far,
please add your thoughts!

ation to accompany p

Feedback on Action 3.3

target M e
schools [ ersrers

Programs /
Incentives

Develop a toolkit to advocate for air quality fundi

programs and caordinate ach
4 Prepare and deliver education to accompany regulation:

eview local pol

Feedback on Action 2.5 Feedback on Action 3.

Feedback on Action 2.6

Regulation /

Advocacy

Partner with UBCM to support expanded monitoring networ priners to rollout education

28 Maintain forum for coordinated local government bylaws and police resources i Kom

rinats w»

and coordinate with the provincia C

Feedback on Action 2.7 Feadback on Action 3.5

Feedback on Action 2.8 [Ep——
Partnerships

Feedback on Action 2.9 Feadback on Action 3.7
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